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AIMS  
 
This course focuses on gendered social changes and transformations. In this course, we 
examine and explore various feminist interventions and debates surrounding gender politics in 
Arab societies. In addition to studying major political, social and historical changes and 
alterations taking place in the Arab world, this course enables students to develop an 
understanding of the workings of gender in every day life practices and experiences across a 
variety of individual, collective, communal, familial, and structural scales. This course aims to 
provide students with theoretical and analytical skills that help shed light on social, historical, 
and political changes unfolding in a number of communities and nation-states by facilitating 
broader and deeper understanding of social theories relating to Arab societies.     
 

This course also aims to enable students to:  

- Develop an ability to read, analyze and critique a diverse range of feminist theories that 
focus on issues pertaining to the experience of Arab societies and contexts. 

- Understand the relationship between gender politics in the Arab world and the 
historical, political, and social contexts from which they emerge. 

- Deepen research and writing skills by examining various issues relating to gender 
politics and Arab nation-states, cultures, and societies.  

- Assess the importance, relevance, and/or applicability of western theorizations of 
gender difference to analysis of non-western nation-states across the Arab world.  

- Explore Arab-based theorizations of gender formations in Arab societies.  

 
INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOME 
 

1) Subject-specific skills:  
 

a. Develop an understanding of a broad range of works that theorize and historicize gender 
constructions and their impact on social and political life in the Middle East. 

b. Understand the relevance and application of the study of gender to theorizations of a 
diverse range of issues in the Arab world.  

c. Attain a strong understanding of power and difference as they relate to gender politics 
and the experiences of women in the Middle East.  
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d. Utilize an intersectional lens to analyze gender, power, and society across the Arab world.  
e. Construct well-articulated arguments based on the ideas, tools, and methods used by the 

readings and/or discussed in the class. 
f. Further develop critical reading, thinking, and writing skills for the humanities and social 

sciences classroom. 
g. Make meaningful connections between the reading materials and current political, 

cultural, and social realities. 
 
 

2) Core academic skills:  
 

a. Gain familiarity with the theorizations of gender in the Arab world. . 
b. Develop facility with interdisciplinary and feminist theories and methods. 
c. Develop ability to analyze individual and/or group experience in relation to social and 

institutional contexts. 
d. Develop ability to critically analyze primary sources and secondary texts in feminist 

thought as they pertain to the Arab world. 
e. Develop ability to reflect on gender roles and expectations across a variety of Arab 

national, social, and political contexts. 
f. Recognize multiple sites of knowledge production, e.g. conventional texts as well as 

creative work, activism, and popular culture. 
g. Acquire familiarity with multiple forms of Arab, Middle Eastern and Muslim feminisms. 

 
 

3) Personal and key skills:  
 

a. Improve general research skills, including setting appropriate timescales, clarifying the 
aims and expected results of research, and good time management 

b. Communicate clearly (both in written and oral format); 
c. Train and apply different qualitative research methods to a variety of texts 
d. Study independently 

 
 
LEARNING/TEACHING METHODS 

We will meet for a total of 42 hours. The instructor will use lecturing and participatory seminar 
methods in this course.  The course will be split between one hour lectures by the instructor of 
the course and two hour seminars that include student presentations of texts and discussions 
of their main arguments. 

 
ASSIGNMENTS 
 

1. Seminar Presentation (throughout the term) 
Each student will lead a seminar based on weekly the readings.  Presentations should attend to 
the key arguments/themes raised in the reading and provide discussion points and/or 
questions for the group.  The presentations should strive to make appropriate links to 
contemporary political, historical, and social debates and utilize external research to illuminate 
difficult concepts and ideas raised in the readings. While providing some summary of the 
readings, presentations should include new analytic elements, showcasing students’ abilities 
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to synthesize ideas and suggest exciting and nontraditional avenues for feminist research and 
praxis. Presentations must be at least 20 minutes long and each presenter should have a list of 
prepared questions to launch class discussions of studied materials.  
 

2. Short Papers (First paper due on March 25; Second Paper Due on April 25) 
Each student is responsible for writing two short papers on the assigned readings. Each paper 
will present a critical reading of assigned texts with the aim of analyzing the work(s), 
summarizing its main findings, critiquing it and connecting it to broader themes discussed 
throughout the term. Each paper should have a clearly defined thesis and should reflect the 
student’s own engagement with the assigned materials.  
 

3. Essay Proposal (April 15, 2016) 
Students will provide a proposal for their final papers which is 2-3 pages long. This proposal 
should include the key questions that the essay will tackle and reference to the theories that 
the authors will address. 
 

4. Annotated Bibliography (May 24, 2016; to be submitted with final paper) 
Students are required to submit an annotated bibliography detailing the main arguments of 
each text used in their final research paper. This bibliography should build on readings 
covered during the classroom and include new and original materials not covered by the 
course but directly relating to the main research questions pursued by the students in their 
final essays.  
 
  

5. Final Essay (May 24, 2016) 
A final research paper which does not exceed in length (5,000) addressing and extending the 
questions, debates, and discussions raised by the selected course materials and readings. The 
paper, while referencing theoretical works utilized in this class, should also showcase 
students’ research abilities and analytical skills. Papers must provide a clearly articulated 
thesis, a works cited page, and follow appropriate documentation guidelines. All students are 
strongly encouraged to discuss their potential research projects with the instructor well before 
the deadline. 
 

6. Final Exam (determined by school) 
Students will write a final exam (3 hours) that tests their knowledge of feminist social theories 
and issues covered in the course materials. The exam will consist of questions that require 
short and long answers and analyses of textual excerpts from theoretical texts studied 
throughout the term.  
 
 
ASSESSMENT 

 
- Seminar Presentation (20-30 Minutes)  No Grade  
- 2 Short Papers (1000-1500 words each) 20% 
- Essay Synopsis and Proposal    10% 
- Essay (5,000)      40% 
- Annotated Bibliography    10% 
- Final Exam  (3 hours)   20% 
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SYLLABUS PLAN 
 
Please note: This reading list may be altered by the instructor and in consultation with 
students.  
 
Week One  
  
February 28, 2016   Conceptualizations and Theoretical Background  
 
Moghadam, Valentine. “Gendering the Middle East and North Africa.” Modernizing Women: 

Gender and Social Change in the Middle East. 3rd Edition. Boulder: Lynne Reinner, 2013.  
 
Kandiytoi, Deniz. “Contemporary Feminist Scholarship and Middle East Studies.” Gendering the 

Middle East: Emerging Perspectives. Deniz Kandiyoti, ed. Syracuse: Syracuse University 
Press, 1996. 1-28.  

 
 
Week Two   
 
March 6, 2016  Gender Politics in the Arab World 
 
Joseph, Suad. “Patriarchy and Development in the Arab World.” Gender and Development 4.2 
(1996): 14-19. 
 
Nelson, Cynthia. “Public and Private Politics: Women in the Middle Eastern World.” American 
Ethnologist. 1.3 (1974): 551-563. 
 

 وحدةال دراسات مركز: بیروت. التحرر تطلعات و الواقع ثقل بین العربیة المرأة في" العربیة المرأة أوضاع. "مريم سلیم،
 . ۳۳-۱۳. ۱۹۹۹ العربیة،

 
Week Three  
 
March 13, 2016  Arab Women Between Modernity, Religiosity, and Secularism 
 
Deeb, Lara and Mona Harb. “Exploring Leisure, Morality, and Geography in South Beirut.” 
Leisurely Islam: Negotiating Geography and Morality in Shi’ite South Beirut. Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 2013. 1-34. 
 
Golley, Nawar Al-Hassan. “Is Feminism Relevant to Arab Women?” Third World Quarterly 25. 3 
(2004): 521-36. 
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: بیروت. ررالتح تطلعات و الواقع ثقل بین العربیة المرأة في" والتجديد التقلید بین العربیة المرأة. "القادر عبد العرابي،
 . ٥٤-۳٥. ۱۹۹۹ العربیة، الوحدة دراسات مركز

 
Week Four   
 
March 20, 2016   Gendered Sartorial Politics 
 
Abbas, Saba. “‘My Veil Makes me Beautiful’: Paradoxes of Zeena and Concealment in Amman.” 
Journal of Middle East Women’s Studies. 11. 2 (July 2012): 139-160.  
 
Al-Qasimi, Noor. “Immodest Modesty: Accommodating Dissent and the ‘Abaya-as-Fashin in 

Arab Gulf States.” Journal of Middle East Women’s Studies. 6.1. (2010): 46-74.  
 

.  ۲۰۱۳ ،۱۸ الثاني تشرين. جدلیة." حجابھا تلقي الجزائر. "فرانز فانون،
http://www.jadaliyya.com/pages/index/15219/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%B2%D8%A7%

-9%84%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%AA%D-D8%A6%D8%B1
.%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%A8 

 
Week Five   
 
March 27, 2016 Constructions of Arab Mothers and the Arab Family  
 
Joseph, Suad. “Gender and Family in the Arab World.” Arab Women: Between Defiance and 

Restraint. Suha Sabbagh, ed. New York: Olive Branch, 1996. 194-202.  
 
Peteet, Julie. “Icons and Militants: Mothering in the Danger Zone,” Signs. 23 (1997): 103-129.  

 
 

.   ٦٦-٦۳:  األول العدد: إختیار ."بديل إجتماعي كنظام األمومیة. "نوارة ل،بال     
http://www.ikhtyar.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/111.pdf 

 
 المرأة: أبحث وطني في من" مغتربة به تقوم میداني بحث: السیاسةو الذات،و واألسرة، التأنیث،. "سعاد جوزيف،

 . ۷٥-٤۹.  ۱۹۹۳ العربیة، الوحدة دراسات مركز: بیروت. اإلجتماعیة البحوث میدان في العربیة
 
Week Six 
 
April 3, 2016    Education and Empowerment  
 
Adely, Fida. “Making Girls into Respectable Women.” Gendered Paradoxes: Educating Jordanian 

Women in Gender, Faith, and Progress. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2011. 111-136.  
 

http://www.jadaliyya.com/pages/index/15219/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%82%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%A8
http://www.jadaliyya.com/pages/index/15219/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%82%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%A8
http://www.jadaliyya.com/pages/index/15219/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%82%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%A8
http://www.ikhtyar.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/111.pdf
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 . ۳۳-۲۷): ۲۰۱۰ الشتاء( ۲۸. الرائدة." ." الیمن حالة دراسة: للمرأة المھني والتدريب الفني التعلیم. "الرا أوھلنھات،
 

.۱۸-٦): ۲۰۱۰ الشتاء( ۲۸. الرائدة." العربیة الدول منطقة في للمرأة لدى التوظیف قابلیةو التعلیم. "منصور عمیرة،  
 
 
Week Seven    
 
 
April 10, 2016   Gendered Citizenships and Nation States 
 

. ۲۰-۸. ۲۰۱۰ صیف: ۱۳۰-۱۲۹. الرائدة." العربي العالم في والمواطنیة الجنسانیة. "جوزيف سعاد،
-%D9%A1%D9%A3%D9%A0-http://iwsawassets.lau.edu.lb/alraida/alraida

%D9%A1%D9%A2%D9%A9.pdf 
 

. ۲۰-۸. ۲۰۱۰ صیف: ۱۳۰-۱۲۹. الرائدة" اللبنانیین غیر من المتزوجات اللبنانیات النساء أوضاع. "فھمیة الدين، شرف
-%D9%A1%D9%A3%D9%A0-http://iwsawassets.lau.edu.lb/alraida/alraida

%D9%A1%D9%A2%D9%A9.pdf 
 

: ۱۳۰-۱۲۹. الرائدة."  المقدسیة للمرأة المواطنة حقوق على القدس لمدينة السیاسي الوضع تأثیر. "فدوى اللبدي،
D9%A1%D9%A3%D9%A0%-http://iwsawassets.lau.edu.lb/alraida/alraida-. ٤۲-۳۲. ۲۰۱۰ صیف

%D9%A1%D9%A2%D9%A9.pdf 
 
 
Week Eight  
 
April 17, 2016   Feminist Activism and Feminist Resistance 
  
 
Jad, Islah. “Palestinian Women’s Movements and Activism.” Women in the Middle East and 

North Africa: Agents of Change. Fatima Sadiqui and Moha Ennaji, eds. London: Routledge, 
2011. 89-102.  

 
 . ٦۹ -۱): ۲۰۰۳(شتاء  ۱۰۰العدد النساء العربیات. الرائدة. حركات 

 
Week Nine   
 
April 24, 2016   Reading Week: No Class 
 
 
 
 

http://iwsawassets.lau.edu.lb/alraida/alraida-%D9%A1%D9%A3%D9%A0-%D9%A1%D9%A2%D9%A9.pdf
http://iwsawassets.lau.edu.lb/alraida/alraida-%D9%A1%D9%A3%D9%A0-%D9%A1%D9%A2%D9%A9.pdf
http://iwsawassets.lau.edu.lb/alraida/alraida-%D9%A1%D9%A3%D9%A0-%D9%A1%D9%A2%D9%A9.pdf
http://iwsawassets.lau.edu.lb/alraida/alraida-%D9%A1%D9%A3%D9%A0-%D9%A1%D9%A2%D9%A9.pdf
http://iwsawassets.lau.edu.lb/alraida/alraida-%D9%A1%D9%A3%D9%A0-%D9%A1%D9%A2%D9%A9.pdf
http://iwsawassets.lau.edu.lb/alraida/alraida-%D9%A1%D9%A3%D9%A0-%D9%A1%D9%A2%D9%A9.pdf
http://iwsawassets.lau.edu.lb/alraida/alraida-%D9%A1%D9%A3%D9%A0-%D9%A1%D9%A2%D9%A9.pdf
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Week Ten   
 
May 1, 2016   Gender and War in Arab Societies 

 
Al-Ali, Nadje and Nicola Pratt. “Gendering War and Transnationalism in the Middle East.” 

Women and War in the Middle East. Nadje Al-Ali and Nicola Pratt, eds. London: Zed Books, 
2009. 253-269.  

 
Shalhboub-Kevorkian, Nadera. “Violent Translations: Women, War, and Narrative in Conflict 

Zones” (41-76)  “Women Frontliners in Conflict Zones: A Genealogy of Weaponization” 
(112-150). Militarization and Violence Against Women in Conflict Zones in the Middle East. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009.  

 
Salime, Zakia. “The War On Terrorism: Appropriation and Subversion by Moroccan Women.” 
Signs. 33.1 (2014): 1-24. 

 
 

Week Eleven  
 
May 8, 2016  Gendered Violence in Arab Societies 
 
Abu Odeh, Lama. “Crimes of Honor and the Construction of Gender in in Arab Societies.” 

Comparative Law Review. 2.1 (2011): 3-47.  
 
Abu-Lughod, Lila. “Seductions of the ‘Honour Crime.’” Differences 22.1 (2011): 17-63.  

 
 جلةم." اإلستیطانبة اإلسرائلیة اإلستعمار آلة في الجنسیة الرغبات. "كیفوركیان شلھوب ونادرة سھاد ناشف،-ظاھر

 . ۱٤۷-۱۳۱): ۲۰۱٥ خريف( ۱۰٤. الفلسطینیة الدراسات
 
Week  Twelve   
 
May 15, 2016  Nation-States, Religious and Gendered Differences  
 
Suad Joseph. 1991."Elite Strategies for State Building: Women, Family, Religion and the State in 
Iraq and Lebanon" in Women, Islam and the  State, ed.Deniz Kandiyoti. Philadelphia: Temple 
University Press. 176-200. 
 
Maxine Molyneux. "The Law, the State and Socialist Policies with Regard to Women: the Case of 
the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen 1967-1990" in Women, Islam and the State, ed. 
Deniz Kandiyoti. Philadelphia: Temple University Press. 237-271.  
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 میدان في العربیة المرأة: أبحث وطني في من "دراسة مجتمعك: إشكالیة الثقافة المشتركة"ستناي.  شامي،
 . ۱۹۰-۱٦٥. ۱۹۹۳ العربیة، الوحدة دراسات مركز: بیروت. اإلجتماعیة البحوث

 
Week Thirteen  
 
May 22, 2016   Women’s Revolutions, Reformations, and Change  
 
Zuhur, Sharifa. “Women and Empowerment in the Arab World.” Arab Studies Quarterly. 25.4 
(Fall 2003): 17-38. 
 
Hafez, Sherine. “No Longer a Bargain: Women, Masculinity, and the Egyptian Uprising.” 
American Ethnologist. 39. 1 (February 2012): 36-42. 
 
Khaled, Maryam. “The Peripheries of Gender and the Sexuality in the ‘Arab Spring.’” 
Mediterranean Politics. 2015: 1-19. 
 

طرابلسي، فواز. "الثورة انثى." جدلیة. مارس ۸، ۲۰۱۳.  
http://www.jadaliyya.com/pages/index/10513/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AB%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%
A9-%D8%A3%D9%86%D8%AB%D9%89-   
 
 
Week Fourteen   
 
May 29, 2016 Arab Masculinities 
 
Paul Amar. "Middle East Masculinity Studies: Discourses of "Men  
in Crisis," Industries of Gender in Revolution." Journal of Middle East Women's Studies, vol. 
7(2011): 36-70.  
 
Marsha C. Inhorn. "Middle Eastern Masculinities in the Age of New Reproductive Technologies: 
Male Infertility and Stigma in Egypt and Lebanon." Medical Anthropology Quarterly. 18 (2004): 
162-82. 
 
 
Week Fifteen 
 
June 5, 2016    Review Session  
 
Review and Final Exam Discussions  
 
 

http://www.jadaliyya.com/pages/index/10513/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AB%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A3%D9%86%D8%AB%D9%89-
http://www.jadaliyya.com/pages/index/10513/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AB%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A3%D9%86%D8%AB%D9%89-
http://www.jadaliyya.com/pages/index/10513/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AB%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A3%D9%86%D8%AB%D9%89-
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INDICATIVE READING LIST 
 
Abdo, Nahla. Women in Israel: Race, Gender, and Citizenship. London: Zed Books, 2011.  
 
Adely, Fida. Gendered Paradoxes: Educating Jordanian Women in Gender, Faith, and Progress. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2011.  
 
Abu-Lughod, Lila. Do Muslim Women Need Saving? Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2013. 
 
Al-Ali, Nadje. Iraqi Women: Untold Stories from 1948 to the Present. London: Zed Books, 2007. 
109-146. 
 
Amar, Paul. The Security Archipelago: Human-Security States, Sexuality Politics, and the End of 
Neoliberalism. Durham: Duke University Press, 2013. 99-138. 
 
Deeb, Lara. An Enchanted Modern: Gender and Public Piety in Shi’ite Lebanon. Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 2006. 204-220. 
 
Jacob, Wilson Chacko. Working Out Egypt: Effendi Masculinity and Subject Formation in 
Colonial Modernity, 1870-1940. Durham: Duke University Press, 2011.  
 
Kandiytoi, Deniz. Gendering the Middle East: Emerging Perspectives. Deniz Kandiyoti, ed. 
Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 1996.  
 
Moghadam, Valentine. Modernizing Women: Gender and Social Change in the Middle East. 3rd 
Edition. Boulder: Lynne Reinner, 2013. 
 
Salime, Zakia. Between Feminism and Islam: Human Rights and Sharia Law in Morocco. 
Minneaopolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2012.  
 
Shalhboub-Kevorkian, Nadera. Militarization and Violence Against Women in Conflict Zones in 
the Middle East. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


