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LAL 631 | Lexicology and Lexicography 
 
Optional Course for the concentration track 
Course Teacher: Dr. Hassan Hamzé 
Credit Value: 3 
Pre-requisites: None 
Co-requisites: LAL 612 
Course Duration: 14 weeks; Semester 2 
Total Student Study Time: 126 hours, including 42 contact 
hours (lectures and seminars).   
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
  

 
AIMS  
 
This course presents the core elements of lexicology and lexicography with the view to using 
this knowledge for writing modern Arabic literature. The course aims to give students the 
following:  
 
a. Essential knowledge in lexicology. 
b. Essential knowledge in lexicography. 
c. Necessary basic skills to use this knowledge to write modern Arabic dictionaries. 
d. Necessary basic skills to use this knowledge for the Doha Historical Dictionary of the Arabic 

Language. 

The knowledge and skills gained through the course will be applied to: 
 
• General theoretical principles of lexicology, including: 

− The word and the lexical unit 
− Lexical semantics and meaning 
− Shared meaning, synonymy, and polysemy 
− Inflection and semantics: derivation, word formation, and syntax. 

 
• General principles of lexicography, including: 

− Building a corpus 
− Lexical processing 
− Kinds of dictionaries: general/specialist, linguistic/encyclopedic 
− Special features of the historical dictionary 

 
INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
In line with the program’s efforts to produce graduates qualified to carry out world-class 
academic research in the fields of linguistics and lexicography using cross-disciplinary 
methods, this course will equip students with skills of scientific and critical analysis. Preparing 
graduates to use their knowledge and research expertise to meet the needs of the Arab region 
in the field of Arabic lexicography, this course will see students acquire advanced competence 
in academic research, so that they are able to deal with lexical issues using the latest theories 
and methods. Students will be able to use skills gained through the course to develop Arabic 
dictionary writing. These skills will be developed in the following categories: 
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1) Subject-specific skills:  
 
• Understanding what a word and a lemma have in common, and how the two differentiate 

the two within and outside texts 
• Distinguishing, explaining, and choosing how to generate general and specialized dictionary 

entries 
• Competency in writing Arabic dictionary entries for loan words and demonstrable ability to 

utilize techniques appropriate, or otherwise, for Arabic with its systems of denomination 
and discourse 

• Understanding the difference between the dictionary entry in general dictionaries from 
entries in specialist dictionaries 

• Ability to assess modern Arabic dictionaries in terms of the arrangement, tagging, and 
defining of entries. 

• Understanding what the historical, linguistic, and encyclopedic dictionaries have in common 
and what distinguishes each from the other. 

 
2) Core academic skills:  
 
• Ability to differentiate between what is descriptive of language and what is descriptive of 

objects in the outside world as expressed by the linguistic sign 
• Ability to analyze difficulties facing modern Arabic and understand how the Arabic 

dictionary deals with these difficulties (including the use of neologisms, colloquialisms, and 
loanwords)  

• Understanding of and ability to utilize the available options in other fields such as 
linguistics and terminology, and to apply them to general lexicography 

• Ability to understand aspects of contact and difference when looking at vocabulary in the 
fields of lexicology, terminology, and translation 

• Getting used to methodological work and academic rigor by using symbols and 
abbreviations. 

 
3) Personal and key skills:  
 
• Ability to define and differentiate concepts so as to reveal fine distinctions, understanding 

the non-neutrality of dictionary entry assignments. 
• Ability to accurately express the fine differences between concepts, and application of this 

to understanding the differences between general and specialist dictionaries, differentiation 
of the methods of transmission and translation, and making good choices between available 
options 

• Ability to analyze mechanisms of language use in its relation with external context 
• Understanding language as dynamic and concepts as un-fixed and immutable 
• Ability to organize information for dictionary entries according to the formal structure 

determined for linguistic material and according to the semantic organization of each entry. 
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LEARNING/TEACHING METHODS 
 
Teaching is delivered in three forms: 
 
1) Lectures presenting the main approaches and conclusions regarding lexicology and 

lexicography.  
2) Seminars based on the active participation of all students. These aim to present additional 

analyses, treatments, and comparisons, as well as offering new material related to the 
issues raised in lectures.  

3) Presentation of applications in lexicography.  

 
ASSIGNMENTS 
 
1. Research, giving students practice in critical reading, extracting the essence of a text, 

synthesizing different readings, and dealing with possibilities 
2. Oral presentations given on specific topics which will allow students to practice defending 

their ideas and work 
3. Applied work involving the examination of texts and dictionary entries through homework 

and follow-up. 

 
ASSESSMENT 
 

Assessment type Length/Duration 
Submission 

deadline 
Weight of 
total mark 

Special 
conditions 

Research Paper 4,000-5,000 words Week 11 40  
Essay 1,000-1,200 words Week 7 20  

Final exam 3 hours Exam week 40 

No notes 
allowed unless 

otherwise 
specified  

Total   100 100 
 
 
SYLLABUS PLAN 
 
 
Weekly schedule 
(All classes based on applied models) 

Week Topic 

Week 1 Word and lemma: 
a) formal structure 
b) semantic structure 

Week 2 Semantic relationships: 
a) hypernyms and hyponyms 
b) synonymy 
c) antonymy  

Week 3 a) homonymy 
b) polysemy 

Week 4 Lexicogenesis 
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a) formal generation 
i) derivation 
ii) naht 
iii) compounding 
iv) borrowing 

b) Semogenesis and semantic change 
i) generalization and specialization 
ii) metaphor 
iii) metonymy 

Week 5 Lexicography: 
a) the dictionary in theory and practice 
b) on the emergence of lexicography and its circumstances 
c) issues in dictionary making 

Week 6 Dictionary or dictionaries? 
a) the dictionary and the user 
b) the linguistic and the encyclopedic dictionary 
c) the general and the specialist dictionary 
d) the historical dictionary 

Week 7 Dictionary and corpus: 
a) theoretical issues 
b) the corpus in Arabic dictionaries 
c) structure of the corpus and the nature of the dictionary 

Week 8 Order of entries: 
a) order of lemmas and order of roots 
b) alphabetical order for lemmas 
c) grammatical order for lemmas 

Week 9 Tagging 
a) tools for tagging: symbols and abbreviations 
b) kinds of tags: part of speech, gender, number etc. 

Week 10 Etymology: 
a) Arabic and common Semitic context 
b) loanwords: intrusive and Arabized 
c) from root to word and from word to root 

Week 11 The definition: 
a) defining the denotations and defining the connotations 
b) definition by synonym 
c) definition by features 
d) inherent and incidental features 

Week 12 Order of senses within the definition 
a) order by frequency and order by polysemy 
b) historical order 
c) flow of the senses in the entry 

Week 13 Examples and attestation 
a) example/attestation 
b) the social image presented by examples and attestations 

Week 14 General lemmas and specialized lemmas in the general dictionary 
a) choosing specialized entries 
b) the order of specialized entries 
c) defining specialized entries 

 
 
INDICATIVE READING LIST 
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1. General references 
 
The following four books are to be relied upon for matters related to theoretical and applied 
lexicography.  
 
Ibn Murad, Ibrahim, Introduction to the theory of lexicography, Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, Beirut, 
vol. 1, 1997. 
 
Omar, Ahmed Mukhtar, Modern dictionary writing, Alam al-Kitan, 1998. 
 
Atkins, B.T. Sue and Rundell, Michael, The Oxford Guide to Practical Lexicography, Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2008. 
 
Lehmann, Alise et Françoise Martin-Berthet: Introduction à la lexicologie, sémantique et 
morphologie, 2nd edn., Nathan, Paris, 2003. 
 
Additional sources (a preliminary list limited to a few Arabic and non-Arabic works).  
 
Chapters from these works and from others will be selected according to the topic under study 
and the interests of students. 
 
Arabic Sources 
 

 .١٩٩٧، ١، دار الغرب اإلسالمي، ب��وت، طمسائل �� امل�جمابن مراد، إبراهيم: 

 

 .٢٠١٠، ١، دار الغرب اإلسالمي، ب��وت، طمن امل�جم إ�� القاموسابن مراد، إبراهيم: 

 

د، دراسة �� بناء األلفاظ بر�فو، جان وجان فرا�سوا سابل��ول :
َّ
، ترجمة خالد جهيمة، املنظمة العر�ية لل��جمة، ب��وت، توزيع املول

 .٢٠١٠، ١مركز دراسات الوحدة العر�ية، ب��وت، ط 

 

 .١٩٩١، بيت ا�حكمة، تو�س، امل�جم العر�ي: إش�االت ومقار�اتا�حمزاوي، محمد رشاد: 

 .٢٠١٣،  ١دار ومكتبة الهالل، ب��وت، ط املصط�ح العل�ي والف�ي �� القاموس العام، حمزة، حسن (إشراف): 

 .١٩٧٥، الر�اض، علم اللغة وصناعة امل�جمالقاس�ي، ع��: 

 .٢٠١٤، ١كز العر�ي لألبحاث ودراسة السياسات، ب��وت، ط، املر نحو م�جم تار��� للغة العر�يةمجموعة مؤلف�ن: 

 .١٩٩١، بيت ا�حكمة، قرطاج، تو�س، امل�جم العر�ي التار���مجموعة مؤلف�ن: 

 .١٩٨٧، دار الغرب اإلسالمي، ب��وت، امل�جم الوسيط ب�ن ا�حافظة والتجديد �� امل�جمية العر�ية املعاصرةمطر، عبد العز�ز: 

 

 .٢٠٠٩، مركز النشر ا�جام��، منو�ة، تو�س، التعر�ف القامو��ي، بنيتھ الش�لية وعالقاتھ الداللية النصراوي، ا�حبيب:
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 .  ٢٠١٠، عالم الكتب ا�حديث، إر�د، التوليد اللغوي �� ال�حافة العر�ية ا�حديثةالنصراوي، ا�حبيب: 
 

Non-Arabic Sources 
 
Béjoint, Henri. The Lexicography of English, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010.  
 
Centre d’études du lexique. La définition, Paris, Larousse, 1990. 
 
Corbin, Danielle. Morphologie dérivationnelle et structuration du lexique, Lille, Presses 
universitaires du Septentrion, 1991. 
 
Dubois, J. and C. Introduction à la lexicographie, le dictionnaire, Larousse, Paris, 1971. 
 
Guilbert, Louis. La créativité lexicale, Paris, Larousse, 1975. 
 
Kleiber, Georges. La sémantique du prototype. Catégories et sens lexical, Paris, PUF, 1990. 
 
Rastier, François. Sémantique interprétative, Paris, PUF, 1987. 
 
Rey-Debove, J. Etude linguistique et sémiotique des dictionnaires français contemporains, La 
Hague, Mouton, 1971. 

Roman, André. La création lexicale en arabe: étude diachronique et synchronique des sons et 
des forms de la langue arabe, Université de Kaslik, Liban & PUL, Lyon, 2005. [Arabic translation 
al-tawlid al mu’jami fil-arabiya, by Muhammad Amtoush, Alam al-Kitab al-Hadith, 2012] 

Salminen, Aïnos Nicolas. La lexicologie, Armand Colin, Paris, 1997. 
 
 


